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Targa Newfoundland is an exciting, challenging and sometimes confusing experience for even seasoned competitors. For first-

timers, it can be downright bewildering. That goes for service crews as much as for the team in the car.  This is a guide for new 

service crews (and a good refresher for experienced teams, too). 

1.   Plan before you start  

 Driver, co-driver and service crew should spend some time even before leaving for the event to talk through the 

responsibilities and expectations.  Who is expected to do what job? Can regular jobs be assigned to crew in advance to 

eliminate confusion? (One person in charge of tire pressures and ensuring wheels are torqued, for instance.) Can you 

determine what regular maintenance you want to perform each day, and assign crew members to those jobs? 

 

2. At the start - little creative chaos 

 When you get to St. Johnôs and the registration, expect lots of activity and a little confusion. Relax: Ample time has 

been provided for you to unload the car, complete registration, go through scrutineering and do an odometer check. 

Some hints to help you cope: 

¶ Donôt try to take your tow vehicle and trailer into the tight confines of the arena parking lot where registration is 

held. There is usually a place nearby set aside for unloading cars ï check the information provided by the event. 

Many competitors unload their cars at their hotel parking lots and drive them from there. 

¶ Consider getting your competition car washed before you get to registration. Clean off the road dirt at a coin car 

wash. Limited car wash facilities are available at the site. Think about bringing a chamois to dry off the car before 

it goes in to scrutineering. 

¶ Save yourself a long walk by putting the crew helmets and suits into the car before going to scrutineering. 

Scrutineers will need to see them, so have them handy. 

¶ Take anything that wonôt be in the car during competition out before tech. Gas cans, loose tool boxes and other 

items that would be considered out of place in the car on a stage shouldnôt be in it when the scrutineers examine it. 

¶ Get an up-to-date copy of the event schedule for everyone on the team, and put a spare aside for when someone 

loses their copy. That way, everyone knows approximately what times key activities are scheduled. 

¶ Give every member of the team their tickets for things like lunches, parties, etc. after they have been collected at 

registration.  You donôt want to constantly be bothering the driver or co-driver for a meal ticket. 

¶ Think  long and hard before you elect to take your trailer with you on the road through the week. Many of the 

places the service vehicle will go will only be accessible by narrow roads with little parking and very limited 

ability to turn around ï no place to struggle with a trailer. Unless your trailer carries vital spares and equipment, 

consider leaving it at the secure trailer parking compound in St. Johnôs.  If the competition car is so disabled that it 

requires a trailer, your team is probably eliminated from competition and you have time to drive back to pick up 

your trailer.  

 

3. Plan each day 

 The team needs to understand where they are going each day, where they can expect to service the car, when the car 

will need fuel and where the rally spends the night.  Many teams set aside a half hour each night to brief everyone on 

the next dayôs activities. 

  

 The route books are key to planning. The book for each day describes the total distance the cars will travel, the 

distance of each stage, the places along the route where pump gasoline is available, the location of lunch stops and 

approximate timing.  

 

 Using this information and a good understanding of the competition carôs fuel consumption (remember that 

consumption on transit sections will be a lot different than consumption on Targa stages), you can plan when the car 

will need fuel. This is particularly important if the team expects to carry its own fuel rather than the competitor relying 

on gasoline from service stations.  Donôt forget fuel for the service vehicle. 

 

4. Servicing through the week 



 It is possible for crews to service the car at the lunch stop each day and at the end of the day.  Other stops like 

extended breakfast stops are also possible service opportunities. If you expect to provide other service to the car, you 

will need to carefully plan the route of the service vehicle. 

 It is not possible for the service crew to be both ahead of the competition car and behind it before and after every 

stage. But a little planning will permit a service crew to be reasonably close by for most of each day. 

 Check the event website where it is possible to download a comprehensive service crew guide that shows 

recommended places to meet a competition car along the route. 

¶ Targa has arranged quick (approx. 5 minute) official Service Stops for the team to meet with the service crew 

virtually between all stages - not a full service but time to get small things tended to. Clear directions are provided 

to all of these and time is incorporated into the transit times. 

¶ Wherever possible, these stops have been placed where other services are available (gas, washrooms etc). Of 

course, the usual longer stops are still in the schedule - mostly lunches etc. 

 

5. Help at the overnight stops 

 The rally stops each night at larger towns along the route. In most cases, the event has made arrangements with local 

suppliers to help with emergency repairs and materials to solve common problems. Depending on the town, welders, 

machine shops, auto parts stores and other specialized services may be available. Speak to the Competitor Relations 

Officer (CRO) assigned to your team as soon as you know you need local help and every effort will be made to get 

you assistance. 

6. Donôt be afraid to ask for help 

 One of the great joys of Targa Newfoundland is the terrific spirit of cooperation among all the participants, and that 

goes for service crews. New crews shouldnôt hesitate to ask more experienced crews about how to find key locations, 

what to expect at certain stops, where to find help or the answers to any of the many questions that confuse novices. 

7. Etiquette, good practices and no-nosé 

¶ Drive smart:   Competitors can be severely punished for the driving behaviour of their service crews. Getting a 

ticket for speeding or other infractions can and will result in penalties for the competition car. The service crew 

canôt win the rally, but it can LOSE it for your team! 

¶ Be courteous: Whether itôs filling up the service vehicle, driving in town or standing in line for a coffee, 

remember that we are all ambassadors for Targa.  Being courteous to our hosts who have loaned us their roads for 

a day costs nothing and helps everyone. 

¶ Tight spots:  Many of the daytime service locations, including the lunch stops, have limited parking. Donôt try to 

get a huge service truck into someplace where the parking is already limited! You not only make it difficult for 

yourself but you will also frustrate other crews who do the right thing and park farther away. Donôt park so you 

compromise other competitors who canôt get OUT of a stop at the required time. 

¶ Donôt butt in:  Never attempt to pull a service vehicle into the line of competition cars as they queue for a stage!! 

If your car urgently needs service before the stage, pull it out of the line and get it to a safe place where the crew 

can work. Butting the service vehicle into line makes it impossible for the queue of rally cars to move efficiently 

to the stage, and creates dangerous situations. 

¶ Donôt service on major highways:  Although the event does not normally restrict the areas where you can 

service the competition car, use common sense when around major highways like the Trans Canada. Fast-moving 

truck traffic, narrow shoulders and curious passers-by are a very dangerous combination.  Service on side roads or 

nearby parking lots. 

¶ Donôt dump it:  Oils and lubricants, brake fluids, coolants and other environmentally hazardous liquids should 

NEVER be dumped, including into the garbage receptacles at the overnight stops!!  Newfoundland has limited 

disposal facilities but they do exist. Store used liquids safely in the service vehicle and dispose of them properly at 

auto parts facilities, or when you get home. 

¶ When the road is closed, itôs closed:  If you are trying to get ahead of your competition car and a road to be used 

as a stage is already closed, donôt badger and plead with the marshals to let you through. The marshals have been 

given rules and times and firm instructions ï donôt ask them to bend the rules for you. You can catch up with your 

car at the next scheduled stop. 

 



  

 SERVICE CREW ROUTE INSTRUCTIONS  

K-ROCK PROLOGUE at FLATROCK AND CONFEDERATION PARK   SUNDAY SEPT 13
TH 

  



P - A  Cape St. Francis School Satellite Road off route 20      47.73.55.84N 52.72.96.84W 1:15pm 

 Fast lunch 

 

Directions from RE/MAX Centre .      Driving time approx 30 minutes  

 Leave the RE/MAX Centre turning left to onto Bonaventure Ave, proceed across Elizabeth Ave then Prince Phillip 

Parkway to Allandale Road to Outer Ring Highway.  Turn right or east onto Outer Ring Highway and proceed easterly 

to exit 48A.  Take exit 48A to Torbay Road North Route 20. Proceed northerly past the North east Avalon Community 

Center (afternoon service centre) to the community of Flatrock passing through Torbay.  Pass both exits to Flatrock via 

the Windgap Road.  Continue northerly on Pouch Cove Road (Route 20 an extension of Torbay Road) to Satellite 

Road.  Turn right onto it and proceed along the road until you reach Cape St. Francis School which will be on your 

left.  Pass the first entrance and take the second onto the parking lot.  Set up well to the side as the competing cars will 

be parked in front of the school.  Lunch will be available at the school and tickets can be purchased at registration.      

 

Route Book Prologue Instruction on page 18 

 

 
 

 
 

P - B Confederation Park Lapping afternoon                  47.34.59.18N      52.43.31.27 W 2:30pm
 

 120 minutes during lapping  

 

Directions from Flatrock.       Driving time approx 20 minutes 

 Turn right out of the school yard onto Satellite Road.  Proceed to Route 20, Pouch Cove Road, and turn Left (south) to 

Torbay.  Proceed through Torbay on Torbay Road proceed until you come to the junction to the Outer Ring Highway. 

Proceed west on the Outer Ring Highway until the Allandale Road Interchange to the Government Center.  Proceed 

south on Allandale Road and then turn left into the back parking area of the Confederation Buildings where you will 

be given instructions to set-up. 

 

Directions from RE/MAX Centre.       Driving time approx 15 minutes 

 Leave the RE/MAX Centre turning left to onto Bonaventure Ave, proceed across Elizabeth Ave then Prince Phillip 

Parkway to Allandale Road continue on Allandale Road, crossing Prince Phillip Drive. Proceed until you reach the 

entrance to the back parking area of the Confederation Buildings where you will be given instructions to set-up.  You 

must be in place no later than 1:30 if you choose this route. 

 

Route Book Prologue Instruction on page 27 

 

 
 



 
 

 

END of PROLOGUE RE/MAX CENTRE      47.341150N 52.432510W 4:30pm 

 

Directions from Confederation Building Complex to Re/Max Centre 

Turn left out of back parking lot of Confederation Building Complex onto Allandale Road.  Head south on Allandale 

Road towards the city.  Cross Prince Phillip Drive and Elizabeth Ave.where it becomes Bonaventure Avenue.  Proceed 

south until you reach the junction with mayor Avenue.  Remax Centre is located to your right.  Please park all service 

vehicles across the street in the medical centre.  The RE/MAX Center is reserved for competition vehicles    

 

 
 



 
 

SERVICE CREW ROUTE INSTRUCTIONS  

GOODYEAR TIRE SOUTH AVALON LEG 1                  MONDAY SEPTEMBER 15
TH 

 

 
 



1 - A  Argentia Business Park at Entrance    47.16.14.87N 52.43.31.27W 9:00am 

  

Directions from RE/MAX Centre.       Driving time approx 2 hours  

Leave RE/MAX Centre, turn left onto Bonaventure Ave, proceed across Elizabeth Ave. then Prince Phillip Parkway to 

Allandale Road to Outer Ring Highway. Take exit 46 to TCH-1 west.  Continue on TCH-1 west until you reach 

Whitbourne.  Pass 3 service stations on your left then turn left onto Route 100.  Continue on Route 100 until you reach 

the town of Dunville.  Pass Route 100 on your left and continue on until you turn right into the entrance to the 

Argentia Business Park.  The area around the former gate buildings is a service area.  You cannot use both service 

areas here.  If you are here you can service for Argentia twice but will miss the Placentia breakfast 

 

Route Book Leg 1 Instruction on page 11 

 

 
 

1 - B  Downtown Placentia at Star of the Sea Hall   47.14.35.03N 53.57.40.50W 8:30am 

 

ROADS CLOSE in Placentia at 9:00AM 

 

Directions from RE/MAX Centre .      Driving time approx 2 hours  

Leave RE/MAX Centre, turn left onto Bonaventure Ave, proceed across Elizabeth Ave. then Prince Phillip Parkway to 

Allandale Road to Outer Ring Highway.  Take exit 46 to TCH-1 west.  Continue on TCH-1 west until you reach 

Whitbourne.  Pass 3 service stations on your left then turn left onto Route 100. Continue on Route 100 until you reach 

the town of Dunville.  Continue on until you reach the junction of Route 100.  Turn left on 100 to the town of 

Placentia.  Continue into the town, down a steep curving hill to the drawbridge.  Cross the bridge and continue to 

follow Route 100 (now Prince William Drive) until you turn left at courthouse at Jubilee Street.  Proceed along this 

street until reach Patterson Drive where you will be met by marshals to direct you where to park near the Star of the 

Sea Hall parking lot.  You can service after Argentia and before Placentia and Argentia stages.  The community will 

also offer a Breakfast service for purchase at the hall.  Please obey the marshals when parking your rigs.  

Route Book Leg 1 Instruction on page 28 

 

 
 

 



1 - C Service Stations at Goobies     47.56.43.88N 53.57.01.00W 1:00pm  

 

Directions from Placentia Star of the Sea Hall.     Driving time approx 2.5 hours 

 Proceed out of Placentia town centre to Route 100 via Jubilee Street.  Turn right onto Prince William Drive (Route 

100) to the TCH at Whitbourne.  Turn left at the junction of Route 100 and TCH-1.  Head west on TCH - 1 until you 

reach Goobies. There are a variety of service stations in the immediate area which you can choose from.   All have 

large parking lots restraints and fuel.  There will be no marshals there. 

 

Route Book Leg 1 Instruction on page 44 

 

 
 

 1 - D Entrance to Route 233 Port Blandford     48.20.59.68N  54.10.22.29W 2:30PM 

 

Directions from North At lantic Service station at Goobies.    Driving time approx 1 hour  

 Turn west out of Goobies onto the TCH-1. Proceed past the junction of Route 210 to Clarenville.  Stay on TCH-1 past 

Clarenville to Port Blandford. Take the first exit into Port Blandford on Route 233.  There is a service station at the 

Junction which has service space, fuel and snack services.  

 

Route Book Leg 1 Instruction on page 51 

 

 
   

1 - E Royal Canadian Legion Branch 41 on Legion Road Eastport. 48.39.25.23N 53.45.45.50W 3.30pm 

 

Directions from Royal Canadian Legion Branch 48 in Port Blandford.  Driving time approx 1 hour  

 Turn west onto the TCH-1 and  proceed west through the Terra Nova Park until you reach the exit to Eastport at Rout 

310.  Proceed along Route 310 to Eastport past the drugstore on the right.  You will then come to a ñYò.  Take the left 

road (Legion Road and proceed 200 meters to the Royal Canadian Legion Branch 41.  Parking will be available behind 

the Legion building and along the road on both sides.  Both stages will be serviced from here.  Food will be available 

(tickets may be purchased at registration and at the Legion door.  As the Leg ends here and there is a free transit to 

Gander we request that all competitors spend at least 30 minutes at the legion after the end of the second stage to meet 

the Safety Marshals who handled the stage for them.  

 

Route Book Leg 1 Instruction on page 57 

 
 

 


