
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  

Targa Newfoundland...7th Heaven 
  
September 19, 2008 (St. John’s, NL) – Make it two in a row for Roy Hopkins and Adrienne Hughes in 

their 2002 BMW 69. The team from New York finished first overall in 7
th

 annual Targa Newfoundland, a 

remarkable repeat performance from Targa 2007.  They finished the competition with only 25 seconds 

in penalties over the 2200 kilometre six-day event. 

 

Hopkins, competing in his 5
th

 Targa with his wife, says “A second overall win is nothing short of 

spectacular.” 

 

In the Grand Touring division (equipped), John Vandemierden and Stu Lehmann took first place in their 

2008 Lotus Exige. Newfoundlanders Alan Kearley and Greg Martin, driving a Mazda 3 Sport GT, finished 

first in non-equipped Grand Touring. 

 

The day started in Marystown with a four second spread between first and fourth place. Service teams 

worked through the night to make sure their team’s equipment held up throughout the final day. Bill 

Arnold and Alan Ryall started the day in first driving their 1972 BMW Bavaria. Although they received 

their finisher’s medallions, they broke a strut tower in the fifth stage of the day and could not hold onto 

their lead. 

 

Targa Newfoundland 2008 ran one of its most competitive fields ever. Results for all classes and 

categories could not be finalized until all protests have gone before event organizers to decide final 

positioning. Further, all class winners are required to have their vehicles “torn down” by the event 

scrutineer to insure they meet Targa class regulations. 

 

Owned and operated by Newfoundland International Motorsports Limited, Targa Newfoundland is one 

of three internationally recognized Targa motorsports events in the world. The 7
th

 annual Targa 

Newfoundland will start and end in St. John's and will cover more than 2,000 kilometres of the 

challenging, twisty roads of the central and eastern portion of the island of Newfoundland over six days, 

including up to 400 kilometres of closed-road, flat-out Targa stages. Competitors have come from the 

U.S., Australia, New Zealand, Holland, the Bahamas and the U.K. for the first six editions of Targa 

Newfoundland and international interest continues to build with competitors registering daily from 

places such as Germany and the Turks & Caicos. 

 

Please visit the Targa Website for daily photos: 

(http://www.targanewfoundland.com/multimedia/photos ) 

For high resolution versions of these images, please contact Ian Chaytor.  
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For more information please contact: 

Ian Chaytor, 709-480-0100, ian@targanewfoundland.com  


